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NORTHBROOK, ILL. – With two million Americans evacuated from Hurricane Gustav and
Tropical Storm Ike headed into the Caribbean, Congressman Mark Kirk launched a volunteer
effort in the 10th Congressional District today to collect supplies for the hundreds of thousands
of families impacted by the storm.  Approximately 1 million people in Louisiana do not have
power.  Recent insurance claim estimates put the damage between $3 billion and $7 billion,
which would place Hurricane Gustav in the top 10 of the most costly hurricanes in U.S. history
according to the Insurance Information Institute.

  

“Gustav damage across the Gulf Coast was heavy,” Congressman Kirk said.  “My former
colleague in the House, Louisiana Governor Bobby Jindal, tells us they are still taking stock of
all the damage in the region even as Tropical Storm Ike heads into the Caribbean.  As hundreds
of thousands of families wait to return to their homes, the 10th Congressional District has joined
together to help those in need.  The supplies we collect will go to areas in Louisiana hit hardest
by the storm.  As the rains dissipate, we can help show the best of America by working for a
speedy recovery for those affected by Hurricane Gustav.”

  

Joining Congressman Kirk were members of his Student Leadership Advisory Board, 10th
District business partners, including representatives from Takeda Pharmaceuticals, Comcast
and Garden Fresh Market.  Several 10th District communities also sent police or fire crews to
the Gulf Coast, including the Village of Northbrook. 
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  Congressman Kirk, Highland Park Mayor Michael Belsky and 10th District volunteers discussthe collection drive  
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  Congressman Kirk helps load relief supplies     Among the items collected were:• Bottled Water • Packaged and Canned Food • Diapers • Baby Formula • Medical Supplies • Paper towels and toilet paper• Entertainment Items – books, games etc. and • Personal Care Products including toothbrushes, toothpaste and soap  Donations will be accepted at Congressman Kirk’s Northbrook office at 707 Skokie Blvd., Suite350 throughout the month.
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